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The International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies
(UTISGAD Journal) is a scholarly, open-access, online journal operating under a rigorous
double-blind peer-review process. It is financed by the Silifke Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (SITSO), a member of the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of
Turkey (TOBB).

The journal is committed to maintaining a high-quality and efficient review process, with
an average first-round decision time of typically less than two months. Article
submissions and reviews are managed entirely through the UTISGAD Journal’s online
submission and review system.

UTISGAD Journal is published biannually (in July and December) and aims to disseminate
original, high-quality studies written in English or Turkish. It particularly welcomes
contributions from early-career researchers, and seeks to communicate the latest
developments in the fields of commerce, industry, business administration,
entrepreneurship, and innovation capabilities.

The journal is multidisciplinary in scope and publishes both theoretical and empirical
studies, especially within the domain of business and management research in the social
sciences.

UTISGAD Journal does not charge any fees for article submission or processing. By
submitting an article, authors confirm that the work is original, has not been previously
published, and is not under consideration elsewhere. All content responsibility lies solely
with the authors. All submissions are reviewed through a double-blind peer review to
ensure originality, relevance, and readability.
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* Address: Silifke Ticaret ve Sanayi Odasi, Utisgad Journal Editorliigii, Camikebir
Mahallesi Mefkure Sokak No:2 Siliftke/Mersin/Tiirkiye

* Phone: +90 (324) 714 10 38 | Fax: +90 (324) 714 44 83

* E-Mail: editor@utisgad.org

Reporsitory of Utisgad Journal including previous issues is available on the website: https://utisgad.org/
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PEER-REVIEW AND PUBLICATION PROCESS

The International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (UTISGAD
Journal) follows a double-blind peer-review policy, in which the identities of both the authors and
reviewers are kept anonymous. Exceptions may arise in rare cases where anonymity is
compromised due to self-citations or identifiable content.

The journal publishes biannually (July and December) and focuses on original research within the
field of social sciences.

1. Preliminary Evaluation (Editorial Review):
All submissions are first evaluated by the editorial team to ensure compliance with:
e Journal template
e Aims and scope
e Ethical standards
e Similarity (plagiarism) screening using iThenticate (Threshold: < 20%)
Submissions that do not meet requirements are desk rejected, and authors are notified promptly.
2. Peer Review:

Submissions passing the editorial screening are reviewed by at least two independent reviewers.
Authors may be invited to suggest potential reviewers (with full name, affiliation, and contact).
However, the editorial team is not obligated to use them.

Reviewers must:

e Have no prior knowledge of the submission

e Not have collaborated with the authors in the recent past

e Not be affiliated with the same institution

e The double-blind review process ensures objectivity, originality, and readability.
3. Decision and Revisions:
Based on peer-review reports, the editorial team decides to:

e Accept

e Requestrevisions

e Reject
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If revisions are required, authors must submit the corrected manuscript within 15 days.

Once the reviewers approve the revised version, the editorial board gives final publication
approval.

@ Publication Process
Finalized manuscripts undergo:
e Language and formatting checks
o Typesetting and layout editing
o The formatted article is sent to the author for final approval before publication.
(O The entire process—from initial submission to final publication—typically takes 3 to 4 months.
@ Author Submission Checklist
Authors must:
e Carefully review the Author Guidelines.
e Ensure the manuscript is complete, original, and suitable for the journal’s scope.
e Submit via the “Submit an Article” link in the user dashboard.
e Monitor their email for submission status updates.
o Follow ethical rules regarding duplicate submission and authorship.
¢ Transparency

All details related to the submission, review, and publication process are available in the journal’s
Article Submission and Publication Workflow document.

ARTICLE PROCESSING CHARGE
UTISGAD Journal does not charge any fees for article submission or processing.

All publication costs of the International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship
Studies (UTISGAD Journal) are fully covered by the Silifke Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(SITSO). Therefore, authors are not required to pay any article processing charges (APCs).

By submitting a manuscript, authors confirm that the work has not been published previously and
is not under consideration for publication elsewhere.

All legal, ethical, and scientific responsibilities for the content of the manuscript rest solely with
the authors.
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Manuscripts are selected through a rigorous double-blind peer-review process to ensure
originality, relevance, and readability.

ARTICLE SUBMISSION PROCESS

The journal accepts the papers only through the article submission system. Article Submission
Process should be read by the authors carefully. Itis recommended to out the Article Submission
and Publication Workflow.

OPEN ACCESS POLICY

The International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (UTISGAD
Journal) adheres to an Open Access Policy in line with global best practices and declarations,
including the Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI).

All articles published in the journal are freely available online to all users immediately upon
publication. There are no subscription fees, paywalls, or registration requirements to access

journal content.

The journal applies the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-
NC 4.0) license. This license allows users to:

Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material

...as long as the use is non-commercial, proper credit is given to the original source, and changes
(if any) are indicated.

© UTISGAD Journal 2023. Licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.

As a signatory to the Budapest Open Access Initiative, the journal fully supports the principle of
providing unrestricted access to scholarly research. By adopting this policy, UTISGAD Journal
contributes to the global movement of:

Promoting the free exchange of knowledge,

Supporting institutional self-archiving, and

Enabling the visibility and accessibility of high-quality, peer-reviewed research.

For more information, visit: https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/
PRESERVATION POLICY

The International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (UTISGAD
Journal) is committed to the long-term preservation and accessibility of all published articles. To

Vi
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ensure the permanent availability of its scholarly content, the journal employs multiple
preservation strategies in line with international best practices.

1. Institutional and National Archiving
All published articles are archived at:

e Turkish National Library (national legal deposit)
e Silifke Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SITSO) institutional servers
e UTISGAD Journal’s internal archive system

These archives are maintained with redundancy and regular backups to prevent data loss and
ensure continuous access.

2. International Digital Preservation (Internet Archive)

The journal maintains an official open-access collection in the Internet Archive, a non-profit digital
preservation service providing permanent global access to scholarly content.

The Internet Archive ensures that UTISGAD Journal’s articles remain accessible, citable, and
preserved even in the event of website downtime or discontinuation.

Collection URL: https://archive.org/details/utisgad-journal
3. Website and Server Redundancy

All electronic content, including journal articles and web pages, is hosted on a secure primary
server and backed up daily to alternative servers.

In the event of technical failure, backup systems ensure full website restoration within two hours.
4. Indexing and Metadata Archiving

The journal is indexed in multiple academic databases and directories, which also store metadata
and, in some cases, full-text articles.

These include Google Scholar, Zotero, Academia.edu, and other scholarly platforms.
This redundancy ensures discoverability and continued availability.
5. Author Self-Archiving

UTISGAD Journal permits and encourages authors to self-archive the final published version of
their articles in:

e Institutional repositories

e Subject repositories

e Personal websites

e Academic social networks (e.g., ResearchGate, Academia.edu)

Vii
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Self-archived versions must include:

Full bibliographic citation

A link to the official published version (DOI)

The journal’s open license statement (CC BY-NC 4.0)

6. Preservation Best Practices

UTISGAD Journal follows established international principles for digital preservation, including:

Redundancy of storage
Metadata preservation
Open access availability
Long-term format stability

COPYRIGHT LICENCE

© International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (UTISGAD Journal)
2023 Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC

4.0)

@ Copyright Ownership

Authors retain full copyright and unrestricted publishing rights of their articles. Upon publication,
authors grant the journal the right to distribute and archive their work under the terms of the CC
BY-NC 4.0 license.

4 License Terms (CC BY-NC 4.0)

All articles published in the UTISGAD Journal are licensed under the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License, which permits the following:

Free Access: Articles can be read, downloaded, and shared without restriction.

Reuse: Content can be copied, redistributed, modified, or adapted in any medium or
format.

Attribution Required: Proper credit must be given to the original author(s) and source.

Non-Commercial Use Only: The material may not be used for commercial purposes
without additional permission.

No prior permission is required from the authors or the publisher as long as the terms of
the license are followed.

€ Summary for Reusers

You may:

viii
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e Share and adapt the material

e Useitin academic, educational, or non-profit settings
You must:

e Provide attribution

e Indicate if changes were made

e Not use it for commercial purposes
@ Additional Notes

If commercial use is intended or if further clarification is needed, users should contact the
journal’s editorial office.

PUBLICATION ETHICS

The International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (UTISGAD
Journal) adheres to the ethical principles and standards defined by the Committee on Publication
Ethics (COPE). All stakeholders, including editors, reviewers, authors, and the publisher, are
expected to comply with the following ethical guidelines.

4 Editors’ Ethical Responsibilities

Editors must respect intellectual property rights and ensure a fair, transparent, and timely review
and publication process.

The editorial workflow must be clearly defined and publicly available.

Reviewers should be assigned impartially, based on scientific expertise, and a culture of free
academic expression should be maintained.

Editors are encouraged to expand the editorial and scientific advisory boards by inviting qualified
researchers in relevant disciplines.

Detailed author guidelines must be provided to facilitate accurate manuscript preparation.

Editors must keep authors informed at every step of the review process and provide clear
feedback along with final decisions.

The double-blind review process must be upheld by ensuring the anonymity of both authors and
reviewers.

@ Reviewers’ Ethical Responsibilities

Reviewers should only accept assignments that fall within their expertise and where they can
ensure a competent and objective evaluation.
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e Reviewers must maintain confidentiality and avoid conflicts of interest. If a reviewer is
aware of the author’s identity, they should decline or withdraw from the review process.

e Reviews should be conducted within the allotted time frame.

e Reviews must be constructive, written in objective and scientific language, and submitted
to the editors as part of the decision-making process.

@ Authors’ Ethical Responsibilities
By submitting a manuscript, authors confirm the following:

e The manuscript is original, has not been previously published, and is not under
consideration elsewhere.

o The research adheres to all applicable ethical standards, including national laws and
institutional guidelines.

e The submission is properly prepared for double-blind review, with no identifying
information in the main manuscript.

e The article will be published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0
International (CC BY-NC 4.0) license.

e Authors accept full legal, ethical, and scientific responsibility for the content.

Authors must avoid:

e Plagiarism: Copying text or ideas without proper citation.

e Data fabrication or falsification: Inventing or manipulating research data.

e DMultiple submissions: Submitting the same manuscript to multiple journals
simultaneously.

e Redundant (salami) publications: Publishing minimal variations of the same research
across different papers.

e Improper authorship: Including individuals who did not contribute or omitting those who
did.

4 Publisher’s Responsibilities
UTISGAD Journal is committed to open-access publishing. All contents are freely accessible online.

The editorial independence of the journal is guaranteed; the publisher does not interfere in
editorial decisions.

All intellectual property rights remain with the authors. UTISGAD Journal ensures the protection
of contributors’ rights.
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