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PEER-REVIEW AND PUBLICATION PROCESS

The journal adheres to a double-blind peer reviewing policy in which the identity of both
the reviewer and author are concealed from both parties unless this proves impossible
because of extensive self-citation or other identifying features in the text. The journal is
published online biannually in July and December and covers the studies carried out
within the field of Social Sciences.

Editorial Review Process: All manuscripts are reviewed initially by the pre-editors and
only those papers that meet the scientific and editorial standards of the journal, and fit
within the aims and scope of the journal, will be sent for outside review.

Peer Review Process: Each manuscript is reviewed by at least two referees. Authors
might be requested to suggest the names, affiliations and contact information of two
qualified but independent reviewers who may be suitable to serve as voluntarily. The
recommended referees should come from different institutions. The Editors are under no
obligation to use all or any of these individuals as reviewers. Please be aware of any
conflicts of interest when recommending reviewers. Examples of conflicts of interest are
included (but are not limited to) the below:

e The reviewer should have no prior knowledge of your submission.
e The reviewer should not have recently collaborated with any of the authors.

e Reviewer nominees from the same institution as any of the authors are not
permitted.

Publication Process: The manuscripts sent to the journal by the authors are evaluated
in terms of compliance with the journal template, similarity rate and compliance with the
journal subject/scope at the pre-editorial stage. Editors may decide to accept or reject at
this stage; In addition, the author can withdraw his publication at this stage. The work,
which passes the preliminary controls, is taken to the publication evaluation stage. The
work is peer-reviewed by at least 2 referees. As a result of the reviewers’ evaluations, the
author of the manuscript must make the necessary corrections within 15 days. The work
that makes the corrections given by the reviewer and receives positive feedback is
included in the publication process. The work is re-examined by the editors and technical
editors within the framework of grammar and spelling rules, and is taken into layout
processes for publication. At the last stage, the approval for publication is obtained from
the author of the work and sent for publication. The journal publishes 2 issues per year.
The process of acceptance and publication of the publication takes between 3-4 months
with the first application of the author.
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For the authors, the followings steps are followed:
e Authors read the pages within “Author Guidelines” menu carefully.

o Authors ensure that they are submitting to the most suitable journal and your
manuscript is accurate and readable.

e Authors submit their manuscripts within “Submit an Article” link.

o After the manuscript is uploaded to the system, the relevant information is given
to the author(s) by e-mail.

o First, manuscripts are reviewed initially at the pre-editorial stage. The papers,
which pass the preliminary controls, are taken to the publication evaluation stage

e Manuscript are checked through plagiarism checkers. (iThenticate) If the
manuscript has a similarity rate of more than %20, authors are informed that the
paper is rejected.

o When the article is found suitable in terms of form and content, it is sent to the
members of the Scientific Board and Reviewers for double-blind peer-review
process. The paper is peer-reviewed by at least 2 referees.

o Based on double blinded peer review reports, editors take decision to accept or
reject the paper or editor can take decision of re-submission of manuscript after
suggested changes. If the article is accepted after the final evaluation, an e-mail is
sent to the author within a few days regarding the acceptance of the paper.

e It is foreseen that the whole process will be completed within a period of 3-4
months.

e All the details about the publication and peer-review is explained within the,
Article Submission and Publication Workflow.

ARTICLE PROCESSING CHARGE

UTISGAD does not charge for any article submissions or for processing. The publication
costs for International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies
(Utisgad Journal) are covered by Silifke Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SITSO) so
authors do not need to pay any article-processing & publication charge.
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ARTICLE SUBMISSION PROCESS

The journal accepts the papers only through the article submission system. Article
Submission Process should be read by the authors carefully. It is recommended to out the
Article Submission and Publication Workflow.

OPEN ACCESS POLICY

Open Access Policy is applied in International Journal of Commerce, Industry and
Entrepreneurship Studies (Utisgad Journal)

The journal adheres open access policy including the practice of making a work available
online free of charge and removing permission barriers that is typically granted through
a Creative Commons (CC) licence.

International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (Utisgad
Journal) © 2023 is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0 Attribution.

You can check the organization signatures by following this link.

The BOAI is a statement of principle, a statement of strategy, and a statement of
commitment. The initiative was signed by the Budapest participants and thousands of
individuals and organizations from around the world who represent researchers,
universities, laboratories, libraries, foundations, journals, publishers, learned societies,
and kindred open-access initiatives.

For an institution, signing means a commitment to open access by supporting institutional
self-archiving and/or open-access-journals.

PRESERVATION POLICY

Published articles of Utisgad Journal are deposited both in Turkish National Library,
Silifke Chamber of Commerce and Industry servers and Utisgad Journal Archive
System in terms of long-term preservation of the articles. Digital preservation involves a
series of processes and actions designed to ensure the long-term accessibility and
dissemination of information currently available in digital formats. The preservation
policy of Utisgad Journal comprises the following strategies:

1. Website Archiving: All electronic content, including website content and
manuscripts, is stored in different locations. The primary server hosts the
content online and allows readers to access it. Simultaneously, a backup of the
same content is preserved on other servers. In the event of a server failure, these
alternative resources can be activated, and the website is expected to be available
again within 2 hours.
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2. Abstracting/Indexing Services: The journal’s Abstracting/Indexing services
retain crucial information about articles. Additionally, some of these services also
archive metadata and electronic versions of the articles. This enables the scientific
community to access copies of the articles through these systems as an alternative
to traditional journals. All the articles published are also stored and shared as open
access in Zotero, Academia and Google Scholar systems.

3. Author Self-Archiving Policy: Authors are granted permission and encouraged
to post their articles on personal and institutional websites following publication.
However, they must include complete bibliographic details and a link to the
original publication to ensure proper attribution.

COPYRIGHT LICENCE

International Journal of Commerce, Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies © 2023 is
licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0 International Journal of Commerce, Industry and
Entrepreneurship Studies applies the Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial
License (CC BY-NC 4.0) to the articles published in the journal. This license requires that
reusers give credit to the creator. It allows reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build
upon the material in any medium or format, for noncommercial purposes only. The
license allows unrestricted download, reuse, reprint, modification, distribution and copy
of the articles without the permission from the author(s) or the publisher provided the
original author(s) and source are cited (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
nc/4.0/) As the copyright licence indicated above, the authors retain the copyright and
full publishing rights without restrictions

PUBLICATION ETHICS

The ethics and rules defined by editorial committee of International Journal of Commerce,
Industry and Entrepreneurship Studies (Utisgad Journal) is based on rules defined by
Committee on Publication Ethics. In this context, it is expected to follow the instructions
explained below and take the responsibility account from all stakeholders of the journal:

Editors’ Ethical Responsibilities

e Editors should respect intellectual property rights while evaluating works and
should strive for qualified and rapid progress of the evaluation and publication
processes of the work.

e The process steps of the work evaluation processes should be published openly
and transparently.

e It should be ensured that the process of evaluation and publication of the work is
qualified and fast.

e Editors should appoint referees impartially in accordance with scientific
evaluation principles and provide an environment of free thought.
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It is expected that the journal will bring together many academicians who are
experts in different fields, and that the editors will expand the scientific committee
pool of the journal by reaching these academics and inviting them to the journal.
In order to make the work of the authors easier in the publication process in the
journal, the editors should share a list containing the writing rules of the journal.
Every step in the evaluation process of the work sent to the journal should be
shared with the owner of the work. When a positive or negative decision is made
about the work, this information should be shared with the owner of the work in
detail and scientifically evaluated.

In accordance with the principle of double-blind peer refereeing, the names and
information of the authors and referees should be kept confidential and should not
be shared.

Reviewers’ Ethical Responsibilities

Reviewers should accept peer-reviewing the studies that fall within their field of
study and expertise. In order to the evaluation to be carried out effectively and
accurately, it is very important that the reviewers accept the peer-review for the
works that they trust in their competence.

In accordance with the principle of blind peer-review process, reviewers must
keep their identities confidential. In addition, the reviewers should not reach
information about the owners of the works they evaluate; otherwise, they should
not evaluate the works of which they have knowledge about their authors, or they
should terminate the task regarding the evaluated work and immediately contact
the editors.

The stages in the evaluation process must be completed within the given time.
Reviewers are expected to approach the works they evaluate with an impartial and
unbiased perspective.

At the end of the evaluation, the reviewers should share their reports which they
prepared in a scientific and explanatory language with the editors.

Authors’ Ethical Responsibilities

Authors confirm that the submission has been submitted solely here and is not
published, in press, or submitted elsewhere.

Authors confirm that all the research meets the ethical guidelines, including
adherence to the legal requirements of the study country.

Authors confirm that they have prepared a complete text minus the title page,
acknowledgements, and any running headers with author names, to allow blinded
review.

Authors confirm that submission hasn’t been submitted previously.
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Authors confirm to publish article as open access under a Creative Commons
Attribution Licence. International Journal of Commerce, Industry and
Entrepreneurship Studies (Utisgad Journal) © 2023 is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0
Authors confirm that ethical standards for publication exist to ensure high-quality
scientific publications, public trust in scientific findings, and that people receive
credit for their ideas.

It is important to avoid:

Data fabrication and falsification: Data fabrication means the researcher did not
actually do the study but faked the data. Data falsification means the researcher did
the experiment, but then changed some of the data.

Plagiarism: Taking the ideas and work of other scientists without giving them
credit is unfair and dishonest. Copying even one sentence from someone else’s
manuscript, or even one of your own that has previously been published, without
proper citation is considered plagiarism—use your own words instead.

Multiple submissions: It is unethical to submit the same manuscript to more than
one journal at the same time. Doing this wastes the time of editors and peer
reviewers and can damage the reputation of the authors and the journals if
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